
 OLDER PEOPLE'S TASK 
GROUP 

 

4.00 P.M.  10TH AUGUST 2009
 
 

PRESENT:- Councillors John Barnes, Sheila Denwood, Janie Kirkman, Sylvia Rogerson, 
Ron Sands and Morgwn Trolinger 

  
 Apologies for Absence 
  
 Councillor Ken Brown, Anne Chapman and Mike Greenall, Richard Tulej and Sally 

Richardson 
  
 Officers in attendance:- Peter Loker – Corporate Director (Community Services) 
  Jenny Kay – Democratic Support Officer 
  Tom Silvani - Democratic Support Officer 
   
 Also in Attendance :- Councillor Jane Fletcher  
  Mark Luraschi – Locality Commissioning Manager – 

Lancashire County Council 
  Donna  Studholme – Help Direct Manager 
  June Greenwell – Chairman of Older People’s 

Partnership Board 
 

1 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN  
 
The Democratic Support Officer invited nominations from Members present for Chairman 
of the Task Group. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Denwood and seconded by Councillor Rogerson : 
 
“That Councillor Barnes be appointed Chairman of the Older People’s Task Group.” 
 
There being no further nominations, Councillor Barnes was declared Chairman of the 
Older People’s Task Group. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That Councillor Barnes be appointed Chairman of the Older People’s Task Group.  
 

Councillor Barnes took the Chair 
 

2 TERMS OF REFERENCE  
 
Members were requested to consider the Terms of Reference for the Task Group that had 
been agreed by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  
 
It was suggested that the wording of the first Term of Reference should be amended to 
read : 
 
“1. To oversee the development of an Older People’s Strategy…..” 
 
The Democratic Support Officer advised that the revised Terms of Reference would be 
referred to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for approval.  
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Resolved unanimously: 
 
That the Terms of Reference be noted, subject to the amendment of the first Term of 
Reference which would be referred to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for approval.  
 
 

3 WORK PROGRAMME OF TASK GROUP  
 
The Democratic Support Officer presented the proposed work programme which set out 
the plan of meetings for the Task Group and some suggested site visits. 
 
The main undertaking of the Task Group would be to review the draft strategy that had 
been produced by the Older People’s Partnership Board and to carry out a mapping 
exercise of services provided by the Council in relation to older people. 
 
Resolved : 
 
That the Work Programme for the Task Group be noted. 
 

4 BACKGROUND AND CURRENT SITUATION  
 
Mark Luraschi Locality Commissioning Manager, Lancashire County Council, explained 
that his role at the County Council was to ensure that all services provided were suitable 
for all Older People, and that there was no duplication in services provided by the 
voluntary, public, and private sectors.  
 
It was reported that the aging population would lead to a radical change in the 
demographic of the district in the near future, and that it was crucial that the Council 
ensure that its services are suitable for this change.  
 
Members were advised that government legislation defined an older person as anyone 
aged 50 years or older. It was important to recognise that the needs of older people were 
wide ranging - including employment, education, transport, health, not just social care as 
was often the perception.  
 
The Task Group was informed  that it was important to provide as much help as possible 
to enable people to stay independent longer, and thus mitigate the effects of the changing 
demographic in the district.  It was reported that the County Council was currently carrying 
out a mapping exercise to look at what they do for Older People at every level.  
 
The Corporate Director (Community Services) outlined the history of Link Age Plus to the 
group, explaining that it had been an initiative that had come out of a government policy to 
pursue a more integrated approach towards providing services for older people. The City 
Council had received approximately £750,000 funding over a two year period and worked 
with key partners including Lancashire County Council and Social Services. The initiative 
aimed to coordinate access to a whole range of services and the Help Direct project 
enabled this work to be taken forward.  
 
Members were then given a presentation on Help Direct. 
 
It was reported that Help Direct was a new information, signposting and referral service 
open to all adults in Lancashire to help them stay independent and improve their well-
being. The aim of Help Direct was to lead a partnership of agencies currently delivering 
well-being services, with a commitment towards better collaboration and partnerships 
working.  
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The key areas of Help Direct were outlined to the group, and it was explained that each 
Help Direct district would be uniquely targeted to meet the needs of the local people.  
 
The Chairman thanked Donna and Mark for providing the Task Group with information. 
 

5 DRAFT STRATEGY  
 
The draft strategy produced by the Older People’s Partnership Board was distributed to 
Members to take away and read in preparation for the next meeting of the Task Group 
when it would be considered in detail.  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Chairman 
 

(The meeting ended at 5.15 p.m.) 
 

Any queries regarding these Minutes, please contact 
Tom Silvani telephone: 01524 582132 or email tsilvani@lancaster.gov.uk 

 

 

 


